
The Power Paradox of Jesus

Revealed Power - 1

Jesus Calms a Storm
Luke 8:22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the
other side of the lake.” So they set out, 23 and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came
down on the lake, and they were filling with water and were in danger. 24 And they went and woke
him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging
waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they
were afraid, and they marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds
and water, and they obey him?”  ESV

Messengers from John the Baptist
Matthew 11:1 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach
and preach in their cities.

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers [1]
are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”  ESV

Jesus Raises Lazarus
John 11:38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that
if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up
his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but
I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When
he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  ESV

Twelve Legions of Angels At Jesus' Command

Matthew 26:47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 49 And he came up to Jesus at
once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you
came to do.” [6] Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51 And behold, one of
those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant [7] of the
high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all
who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he



will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?  ESV

The Word Became Flesh
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  ESV

Suffering & Humiliation - 2

Suffering Foretold
Isaiah 53:2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected  by men;
a man of sorrows,  and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
9 And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,



and there was no deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
he has put him to grief;  ESV

Christ Became Poor
2 Corinthians 8:9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. NKJV

Gentle and Lowly in Spirit
Matthew 11:28Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 30For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  NKJV

Jesus' Example of Humility
Philippians 2:2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  6 who, though he was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  ESV

Humiliation and Crucifixion of Jesus

Mark 15:16-39 Read NKJV

Christ's Triumph - 3

All Authority Given to Jesus

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.  ESV

Jesus Highly Exalted

Philippians 2:8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.   ESV



Christ Made Perfect Through Suffering
Hebrews 2:9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus,
crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might
taste death for everyone.
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory,
should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.  ESV

Christ Exalted
Acts 2:22-36 Read ESV

Our Triumph & Jesus' Example - 4

Our Victory in Christ Foretold
Isaiah 53:10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes  an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see  and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the transgressors.  ESV

Jesus, Founder of Our Salvation
Hebrews 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons
to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies
and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 
12 saying,
“I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”

13 And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”

And again,

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”



14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things,
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not
angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  ESV (Probably Read From Bible)

Look to Jesus
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before
us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow
weary or fainthearted.  ESV

Foolishness of the Cross the Power to Save
1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words
of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. ESV

Share in His Sufferings, Share in His Glory
Romans 8:17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is
to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.
ESV

Follow Christ's Example In Suffering

1 Peter 2:19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering
unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in
his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him
who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  ESV

Put on New Self in Christ

Colossians 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,



seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your [1]
life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  ESV

Mind of Christ in Suffering
1 Peter 4:1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, [1] arm yourselves with the same way of
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the
time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.  ESV

Sharing in His Sufferings
Philippians 3:7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that
by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.   ESV

Power Made Perfect - 5

Christ's Power Made Perfect in Weakness
2 Corinthians 12:6 Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the
truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me.
7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,  a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming
conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I
am weak, then I am strong.  ESV

The Great Must Serve
Matthew 20:25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, [3] 27 and whoever would be first among
you must be your slave, [4] 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”   ESV

Love Your Enemies

Luke 6:27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the



other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic [2] either. 30 Give to
everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back.
31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love
them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners
do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and
lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High,
for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.  ESV

Bless Those Who Persecute You
Romans 12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly.  Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give
thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it  to the wrath of God, for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry,
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on
his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  ESV


